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The present thesis attempts to make a research on the characters in the unearthed 
wooden and bamboo slips documents of Warring States Period and Qin Dynasty.The 
content includes the following: 
The first chapter presents the objects of the research; the purposes, significance, 
current position and achievement of the research objects; the train of thought or the 
research framework, and the appoaches to them as well. 
Chapter Two offers a brief introduction to the unearthed wooden and bamboo 
slips documents of Warring States Period and Qin Dynasty and the survey of this 
specific researching field. 
In Chapter Three, from three aspects, the author discusses the significance and 
influences of the research on the Chinese characters in unearthed  slips documents of 
Warring States Period and Qin Dynasty: the significance of the research  on the 
history of Chinese characters development; the significance of the research  on 
dictionary-compilation and that of the research on ancient literature arrangement and 
edition. 
The major content of Chapter Four is to make addition to the large historical 
language tool book The Grand Chinese Dictionary by employing the above unearthed 
linguistic materials. The additional items include the uncolleted characters, 
uncollected semantic items of specific characters, additional or newly-found previous 
documented evidences, additional interchangeable characters materials( with 
uncollected semantic items) and so on. Besides, some comments on the principles of 
compiling and editing historical language dictionaries are affiliated in the preface to 
this part. 
Chapter Five is devoted to making good omission and deficiencies of the 
semantic items of some characters from the following unearthed wooden or bamboo 
















In Chapter Six the author analyzes the phenomena of cognatic interchangeable 
characters. By carefully reading and comparing the unearthed slips documents with 
the applied examples in the literature handed down from ancient times, the author 
discovers that a great many interchangeable characters are closely related to the 
origional characters in terms of sematics.Though these concerned characters differ 
from each other in word formation, they are frequently with the same or similar 
phoneme/pronunciation and meanings; they are actually cognates. 
With the help of a comparative study on the concerned characters in the classical 
and vernacular literature, the final chapter traces the evolution of some 20 groups of 
ordionary characters from the unearthed  slips documents of Warring States Period 
and Qin Dynasty, focusing on the variation and development of the formation and 
semantic items. 
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